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gross weight rating of 8,500 pounds or more by such dealer at said 
location; and 

b. The facility is located in the largest Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (SMSA) in the State; or 

(6) As to any line make of motor vehicle for which there is in aggregate no more 
than 13 franchised new motor vehicle dealers (locations) licensed and in 
operation within the State as of January 1, 1999, the ownership, operation, or 
control of one or more new motor vehicle dealership trading solely in such 
line make of vehicle by the manufacturer, factory branch, distributor, 
distributor branch, or subsidiary or affiliate thereof, provided however, that 
all of the following conditions are met: 
a. The manufacturer, factory branch, distributor, distributor branch, or 

subsidiary or affiliate thereof does not own directly or indirectly, in 
aggregate, in excess of forty-five percent (45%) interest in the 
dealership; 

b. At the time the manufacturer, factory branch, distributor, distributor 
branch, or subsidiary or affiliate thereof first acquires ownership or 
assumes operation or control with respect to any such dealership, the 
distance between the dealership thus owned, operated, or controlled 
and the nearest other new motor vehicle dealership trading in the 
same line make of vehicle, is no less than 35 miles; 

c. All the manufacturer's franchise agreements confer rights on the 
dealer of the line make to develop and operate within a defined 
geographic territory or area, as many dealership facilities as the 
dealer and manufacturer shall agree are appropriate; and 

d. That as of July 1, 1999, not fewer than half of the dealers of the line 
make within the State own and operate two or more dealership 
facilities in the geographic territory or area covered by the franchise 
agreement with the manufacturer. 

(7) The ownership, operation, or control of a dealership that sells primarily 
recreational vehicles as defined in G.S. 20-4.01 by a manufacturer, factory 
branch, distributor, or distributor branch, or subsidiary thereof, if the 
manufacturer, factory branch, distributor, or distributor branch, or subsidiary 
thereof, owned, operated, or controlled the dealership as of October 1, 2001. 

(b) This section Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to manufacturers or 
distributors of trailers or semitrailers that are not recreational vehicles as defined in 
G.S. 20-4.01. 

(c) For purposes of subsection (d) of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1) Successor manufacturer. – Any motor vehicle manufacturer, as defined in 

G.S. 20-286(8e), that, on or after January 1, 2009, acquires, succeeds to, or 
assumes any part of the business of another manufacturer, referred to as the 
"predecessor manufacturer," as the result of any of the following: 
a. A change in ownership, operation, or control of the predecessor 

manufacturer by sale or transfer of assets, corporate stock or other 
equity interest, assignment, merger, consolidation, combination, joint 
venture, redemption, court-approved sale, operation of law or 
otherwise. 

b. The termination, suspension, or cessation of a part or all of the 
business  operations of the predecessor manufacturer. 

c. The discontinuance of the sale of the product line. 
d. A change in distribution system by the predecessor manufacturer, 

whether through a change in distributor or the predecessor 


